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A short History of the principal Battles between the King's 
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Rise of the Conspiracy. g wt 


| HE first seeds of the Irish Rebellion were 
| 1 son so long ag9as in the year 1791, hy a 
| society then formed, under the name of [United 
Trichmen. Many disturbances having begun ta 
prevail among a set of people called Defenders, the 
Irish House of Lords enquired into the subject, 
| and they made a Report in 1793, in which it was 
1 stated that these new Defenders © were very dif- 
ferent from those who originally took that n. name, 
| and were all Catholics, as far as their Lordships 
| could discover; that they were in general poor 


ignorant labouring men, sworn to secrecy, who 

1 - thought they were assisting the catholic cause; and 

1 that they also talked of being relieved from taxes 

4 —— and of having their rents lowered; but 

chat, in other respects, they seemed to have no par- 
| ' ticular object in view.” heir disorders prevailed - 

| | re in the counties of M eath, Cavan, * 
10 42 


— 


- there must be men of superior rank engaged. 
Collections were at this time made among the 
Catholics in all parts of the kingdom, both at the 
chapels and elsewhere, which were stated to be 

1 « for the use of the General Committee for conducting | 

= be affairs of the Catholics;” and part of the sums 

1 80 raised seems to have been applied (without the | 

i knowledge of those Catholics who furnisbed it) in | 

paying counsel and agents for prisoners indicted by | 
the Government for those breaches of the peace. 
which have been mentioned. Various subscriptions 
or taxes were, from time to time, raised, or at- 

| .. tempted to be raised, by the leaders of this con- 

=_ :Spiracy, among the people; but it is curious to 
| © Tobserve how small was the total of these collee- 

tions, aud how great was the jealousy felt as tothe 

manner of applying them. The leaders themselves : 

3 seem, in one instance, to have suspected that a 

E ccerollection was turned to the private use of the 1 

= to whom it was intruste. 4 

X great ferment was kept up, particularly at Bel- | 

last and Dublin, through the circulation of seditious { 

Z papers and pamphlets, in which the conduct of 1 

ide French was praised, and hopes of a French 

1 descent were expressed. Some arms and gun- 

| poder were collected, and associations of men e 

formed, who met to exercise in the night. A few 
attempts were made to seduce the soldiery, which 
to their hengur, failed of effect. The professed 
object of these military bodies was a Reform in 
ir --, > ___  Parllamenty 
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Parliament; but their intention seems clearly to 5 


have been to overawe the Parliament and Go. 
vernment, and to dictate to them both. 16818 

The measures recommended in the Report of 
the Irish House of Lords, in consequence of this 


new evil springing up in the State, were certainly 


very temperate ones. They say, The result of 
our enquiries is, that in our opinion, it is ineon- 
sistent with the public safety and tranquillity, to 
permit bodies of men in arms to assemble when 
they please, without any legal authority; and that 
the existence of a self - created Representative 
Body, taking on itself the government of the King's 
subjects, and raising taxes or subscriptions to be 
applied by themselves, or their deputies, is also 
inconsistent with the public safety and tranquillity.“ 
The leaders of this rebellion seem to have used 
2 Singular. degree of art, as well as secrecy, in pre- 
paring the . people for revolt. For a time they- 
professedly gave an air of mystery to their asso- 
ciation, in this respect exactly. following the 
French. In setting up, the Dublin Society, they 
advise that © this Society should have much of the 
secrecy, and somewhat of the ceremonial, attached 
to Free-Masonry; with so much secreey as might 
communicate curiosity, uncertainty, and expecta- 
tion, and with a certain degree of impressive and 
affecting ceremony.” These are their own words. 
They knew how much mankind are apt to be led 
away by a little pomp of this sort, and how pleased 
every one is at the idea of being let into a secret. 
During all this time, they evidently were aware 


how much the sense of the nation was against 


them; nor did they dare to discover even totheir own, 
followers the extent of their plot. In their publics. 


| 423 paper, 
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it is observed by the leader who drew it up to a 
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the following passage in-the circular address of the 


its Voice, expressing its will, resistles 
4 8 4 


1186295 
x; they state, a more equal Representation 
ofs the People in Parliament, together with the 
promotion of Constitutional Knowledge, and of ge- 
nütine Whig Principles, to be their object;” but in 
a*private letter accompanying that public paper, 


friend who was in the secret, that the public paper 

cofitains his opinion only, so far as in the present 
juncture it may be adviseable to publish it; that it 
certamly falls short of the truth; but truth itself 
(says this moralist) must sometimes condescend to 4b 
temporize.” He adds, I have been purposely f 
vigue/ and indefinite. I have not said one word | 
that looks like a wish for separation; though T give 

it to you and your friends as my decided opinion, 

that such an event would be a. regeneration to this 


cbuntry. The Whig Club, he declares, are not 


simoere friends to the popular cause; they dread 
the people as much as the Castle (or Government) 
does.” pt . LEY: uy ot , 7 YE IG SAT IS 

The conseiousness which at one time they felt 
of the smallness of their numbers, as well as the 
plan adopted fer increasing them, will appear from 


Dublin United Society, dated December, 1791. 
Fhey say. We entreat you to look round for men 
Me to form those stable supports on which Ireland 
ay rest the lever of liberty,” as they term it. 
«<Ff chere be but ten, take those ten; if there be 
but two; take those two. Tou will experience, as 
we have done, that these points of union will 


quickly attract numbers, While the assemblage of 
such societies' will in no long time become not 1 
parts of the nation; but the nation itself, speaking 1 


s in its 
aas. 8 power.“ 


Close to the heart. 


6 + * 
power.“ Thus regularly and gradually did they 
propose to proceed; yet it seems as if they were 
not disposed to move at any very slow pace; for 
they very gravely and religiously observe also, that 
in a life so short and fragile as this, it is vo- 
quisite that there should be promptitude in ex- 
ecution,” — There would be something truly dahgh- 
able in many parts of their proceedings, if one's 
laughter were not restrained by a recollection, of 
the horrors which were to be brought about. Ther 
, „Let every memher wear day_ and night an 
amulet (or love-token). round his neck, containing 
the great principle which unites the brotherhood, 
in letters of gold, on a ribbon striped with all the 
original colours, and enclosed in a.sheath of white 
silk, to represent the pure unign of the mingled 
rays, and the abolition of. all superficial distinc- 
tions, all colours and shades of difference, for the 
sake . of one illustrious end. Let this amulet of 
union, faith, and honour, descend from, the neck, 
and be bound about. the body, next to the skin, an 
gart. By a variety of other 80c 

fine words and fair spþeeches, did they delude the 
ignorant, and inveigle many a well-meaning Irish: 
man into their net. We shall presently see how 
far their practice corresponded with their profes- 


sions. and what was the issue of this business. 
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3 T H E Societies of Vaited tichimen havin beer 

; established by the plausible means already 
mentioned, the next three years were employed in 
everywhere engaging perbons of activity and talents 
in their service, and in circulating seditious publica- 
tions.” An infamous paper, called The Union Star, 

was privately printed and industriously sent about, 
b - 4 which agsassination was fecommended in direct 
1: terns; and a number of persons, particularly ma- 
; | | fenen and such as had served on juries, were 
"held ont By na mt as objects of assassination. The 
roads wa called The Press, which was conducted 
by: 5 .” O'Connor,” was also devoted to their 


5 was 8 oyed to vilify the Government, to 
+ 4h > the administration of justice, to exaggerate 
the numbers and force of the disaffected, to Mäke 

- the ere with Great Britain, and to induce 
© the people to commit themselves into the hands 
. of ? ay Fix The lower classes were but too 
easily deceived by these arts and induced to quit 


. was taken up, there was a bar of lawyers retained 
to undertake his cause. Entries of money appear 
in the papers of the society which have been 

. _ 8eized, for paying as well as buying off witnesses; 
for inducing gaolers to be guilty of a breach of 
trust, and even for bribing under-sheriffs to return 
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very kind of misrepresentation and false- 


their usual habits and pursuits. If an insurgent 


. 
It may here be observed, that in the year 19995: 
the leaders had ventured to open, in some mea- 
sure, the objects which they had in view. They 
had then changed the words of the test taken on 
the admission of members; for whereas an United 
Irishman had before been used to swear that he 
united in order to obtain a full representation of 
all the people in tbe Commons House Parliament, 
it was then resolved to leave out the last men- 
tioned words, “in the Commons House of Par- 
liament;“ and thus it had become in some degree 
avowed, that a new and Kepmbliten Constitution 
was intended. > 
In 1796 cotitiderable numbers of men. chiefly: 
belonging to the Province of Ulster“, having en- 
rolled themselves, the heads of the party opened a 
direct communication. with the foreign enemy. 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald and Mr. Arthur O'Connor 


appear to have been the persons employed on this 


oceasion. They proceeded by Hamburgh to Swit 
zerland; and — 1 an interview, near the French 
frontier, with General Hoche, who afterwards: had 
the command of the expedition against Ireland. 
They did not pass into France, lest the Irish Go- 
vernment should gain intelligence of the fact, and 
apprehend them on their return. In October; 
1796, an ateredited messenger from the French 
arrived in Ireland; and communicated their 4 
tion speedily to invade that kingdom with fifteen 
thousand men, and a great quantity of arms and 
ammuhition In order to co-operate with them, as 
well as to ne the loyal ait of yeor 
i DIL OY (3: Got 243d: HDZ 8 
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manry; whichwere N. at this time, antl which in 
the end amounted to fifty thousand men, the rebel; 
leaders directed that their societies should be con- 
verted into military bodies, and they provided arms 
_ and ammunition. It appears from certain papers, 
seized at Belfast, in April, 1797, that the numbers 
in Ulster had been computed by the hel bs ak 

near one hundred — 2 i 
On the 24th December, 1 796; icht men 1 way 
with two decks, and nine other vessels of different 
classes, being part of a Erench fleet, appeared in 


Bantry Bay, and remained there till the 27th, De- 


cember in the evening, without any attempt to 
land. An offiber in a boat was driven on shore, and 
eonveyed to Dublin, who stated that this fleet, on 
leaving; Brest, consisted in all of about fifty sail. 
having e thousand men on board, under 
General Hoche, destined to attack Ireland. The 
yeomanry and volunteer corps on this occasion 
shewed the utmost zeal and alacrity; and there ap- 

lan universal readiness among all descrip- 

ions of people in that part to prepare ſop defence. 

The loyalty of the people in the neighbourhood 


in question has been accounted for by Mr. Emmett, 


one of the chief conspirators, in his confess ion be- 
fore the House of Commons, by his observing. 
that no measures had been taken to prepare the 
people, in the quarter now Spoken of, for the 
reception of the French army.“ —“ The people,” 


be says, were left: to themselves, and when left 
td themselves (as we trust they will be in future) 
it seems the people were loyal. But why, it may 


be asked, did the conspirators thus leave them to 
themselves, at that critical time, and that particular 


= The best answey is, That it seems as if Pro- 
8 | vidence 


ö 
| 
| 


one frigate with 625 men on board, was taken off 


sunk. 


in Tyrone County) for refusing to join their asso- 


Git!) | 
vidence had confounded their councils, and had pro- 
duced an infatuation among them just when the 
moment came when one would think that their 
wicked endeavours would be crowned with success. 
Mr. Emmett has also remarked to the Irish House 
of Commons, that the Irish rebels and the French, 
just at this time, misunderstood one another; the 
rebels having been led to think, by a letter which | 
they considered as authentic, that the French were 


not to come till spring, and that England and Ire- 


land were then to be invaded together.” They 
were thus thrown off their guard, and prevented 3 
from taking any measures.—Of this French fleet, "4 


the Irish coast; and another frigate and large 
transport foundered. The French ship, called La 
Ville de-L'Orient, having on board 400 French 
hussars, was also captured before she got back into 
port, as were some other vessels, and several were 


In March, 1797, a Proclamation was issued by: 
General Lake, in consequence of- the United oe 
having assaulted, wounded, cut and maimed, several 
persons (particularly in the town of Stewartstown, 


ciation, and for enrolling themselves in the loyal 
corps. The lives of all who should venture to dis- 
cover their treasons were now threatened; if a ju 
man gave a verdict against a rebel honestly ad 
according to his oath, he was almost sure to be put to 
death, The Justices of Peace were fired at when 
endervouring to app rehend the rebels in their 
nightly robberies: M any trees of the gentry were 
cut down to make pikes, and great quantities of 
lead stolen for casting bullets. Multitudes were 
£ 88 


compellec to take unlawful oaths, and to profess 
themselves United Irishmen in order to provide 
for their on safety. The very shocking murder 
of Mr. Comyns, of Newtownards, is mentioned in 
the Report of the Irish House of Commons, as one 
instance of the barbarity of their system; and a 
number of their other murders are too notorious to 
need dwelling upon. 1 
In the spring of 1 297, a plan as seriously dis · 
cussed among the leaders in Dublin, for com- 
mencing a general rising, without waiting for the 
further French assistance which was expected; but 
the Ulster and Leinster Delegates disagreed. The 
Ulster Delegates were even so disgusted at what 
18 - they called the cowardice of the others, that they i 
1E wanted to act without them. They intended of 
1 themselves to seize the Castle of Dublin, and to 
trust to the mob for assistance; but from the addi · 
tional military precautions at that time taken in 
_ the garrison, the plan was abandoned. The pro- 
gress of the conspiracy was much impeded by the 
Coolness between the Leinster and Ulster Delegates 
which followed. About the same time (Spring of 
1797) Mr. Lewin, who. is at this very time the 
resident Agent of the United Irishmen in France, 
was sent over to Paris; and, in the summer of the | 
same year, Dr. M. Nevin was also dispatched 
1 thither. He was authorised to assure the French, 
maat the full expences of any Irish armament should 
1 n them, which was to be raised by confis- 
ng the lands of the church, and the property of 
ll 3 who should oppose the measures of the 
He was also charged to borrow half a mil- 
8 . or at least 300, oool., and to advise that the 
next landing W wy be at :Oysterhaven, There was 
Es 197 | | one 
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' AT 1 
one circumstance in Dr. M*Nevin's' negotiation 
which deserves much attention: the Irish rebels, it 
seems, wanted only five, or at most, ten thousand 
men, to be sent, which they thought would be 
enough to help them to overthrow the Government, 
and to place the power of the country in their own 


hands: but the French were determined to send 

more than this force, if they furnished any troops 
at all, evidently for the purpose of retaining Ire- 
land as a French conquest, and of plundering and 
oppressing it in the same dreadful manner as they 
have done so many other countries, which they have 


first deceived, and then got into their power. 
It should here be remarked, that, in consequenee 


of the numerous and horrid outrages which have 
been already mentioned, the Insurrection Bill was 


passed, and the Habeas Corpus Act suspended; 
measures which the conspirators endeavoured to 
represent as violations of the public liberty. The 
Insurrection Act passed in March, 1796, which 


was subsequent to the time when the Irish Union 


sent their first Agent to France, and the rejection 
of the plan of reform, proposed in 1797, in the 
Irish House of Commons, took place some time 
after the departure of Mr. Lewin to be their Resi- 
dent in France; though it was pretended that the 
rejection of that measure was the cause of his 
being sent. 

In May, 1797. authority was given to General 


Lake to disarm the people. Acts of outrage still 


increasing, notice was given that the military force 
was about to act, for the suppression of the at- 
tempts of the rebels. Pardon, with certain excep- 
tions, was, however, held out to such as should sur- 


render within a month, and the term was after» 
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| W of support from the French army: which was 


; r 
wards prolonged for another month. Notwith- 
standing this measure of mercy and warning ta 
the disaffected, a: general insurrection in Ulster 
vas decided on, and the numbers of the disaffeeted 

in that Province seem then to have been calculated 
at 116,844 men, The purpose of the rebels, how- 


ever, being known to Government, it was for the 


most part defeated by the active exertions of the 
military; only a partial rising in the mountains 
of the county of Down having taken place. The 


expected to sail from Holland under Admiral de 
Winter, had encouraged this project of insurrec- 
tion; and it is to the gallant conduct of Lord 
Duncan and his fleet that, under Providence, we 
owe not only the capture. of many Dutch men of 
war, but also the putting down of this insurrection. 
The joy occasioned by Lord Duncan's victory 
among the loyal, probably was not greater than 


the sorrow and mortification felt on the same 
occasion among these conspirators against their 


- 
FI E — 8 ” * © 4 * F * ; - : i 
8 4 oy 
I 6. : : , ; , 


. 5 , 93 * 5 f k ; * 
* 1 _ 5 &a % *% bs * x „ 
1 * P : 
& SS 47 
- * * a 


2 1 * — - #- MO» $ = mots, I 


1 
| 
N 
[4 


* . : L 


4M 75 


"Ip "PART m. es 

General | Riding of the Rebels Their Defeat and 
Slaughter uw Confession of their Chiefs. — 
_ Landing of 15 French, and ene ny” Wes, . 
”"ores."/ 


JN the aber and of 1797 the Par of the 

rebels was so considerably repressed by the 
strong measures of Government, and tranquillity 
80 far restored, that the laws were administered 
in the Province of Ulster with effect: in the 
autumn circuit of that year manufacturing industry 
revived, and military interference was N 


discontinued. 


In April and May, 1798, the rebel leaders pe 
ceived that their cause was losing ground, and That 
they must either hazard an insurrection or give up 
their hopes. The arrest of the Leinster Provin- 
cial Committee, and several other leading mem- 
bers of the Union on the same day, tended '$0 
much to disclose the guilt of the party, and to 
weaken their organization, that the conspirators 
resolved without delay tod make one desperate ef- 
fort. They formed a plan for a general rising. 
the outline of which was, to surprise Dublin, the 
camp at Loughlinstown, and the artillery Station 
at Chapelizod, on the same niglit. The msurrec- 
tion being commenced near the metropolis (the 
signal for announcing which was to be. Gs deteh- 
"eipn of the mail coaches) it was expected that the 
North and the South would also rise. The Lord 
Lieutenant was to be seized, and Wann 


Council 


W 
Council separately, in their own houses. The 
night of the 23d of May, 1798, was the time ap- 
pointed for this dreadful undertaking. 
Tube Government, perfectly informed of the 
purpose of the conspirators, caused, on the 19th 
and 21st of May, several of the leaders to be ap- 
prehended, and om the 22d the Lord Lieutenant 
sent a message to both Houses of Parliament, ad- 
vVertising them of the intended insurrection. Not- 
Withstanding many military precautions, it took 
77 Place in the neighbourhood of Dublin on the night 
appointed, and every possible effort was made by 
the disaffected within the town to co-operate with ; 
those without; the party in the provinces using, q 
at the same time, every exertion to bring. the | 
people there into action. Martial law was now 1 
pProclaimed. Almost every where the King's ö 
troops prevailed. The rebels, consisting of a body 
of looo, made a regular attack on the town af 
Naas, on the 24th May, but were defeated by the 
Armagh militia under Lord Gosford, and were 
then Saeed and pursued by the 4th. dragoon 
guards and ancient British; their loss amounted 
to near 200. They made another unsuccessful 
attack the next day, and had again between one and 
200 slain. Abeut 200 more of the rebels were 
killed in an onset made on the King's troops ar 
the hills of Kilcullen; and on the succeeding day, 
being attacked in their turn, they were defeated, 
. N 1:30 left dead in the field. One hundred and 
fifty fell im the town of Baltinglas, and 300 near 
Dunlavin. At Stratford-on-Slaney, , between one 
_ «and. 200; were killed and many wounded. Near 
Hacketstovn, zoo were left dead in the field; and 
” _ \adout-qoo'to as Oe. or Dublin. on Taran, as 
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At Carlo; 480 at” Menasteteueg- 5 hs near Ks 
dare, 3e; and near Newtown-barry do rebelowers 
killed, Who had desbended — gar-hillz a 
Ballicanoe, abeut 100. ' Early on ike dh Tai 


the rebels having attacked General Lake in the 45 


neighbourhood of New Ross, with a numerous 
force; and with great impetuosity, they were con- 
pletely repulsed, and tfiefr 1058 Was  prodigibtaly 
| 11 Jo 38093-1991 bio. bas 191} ul Too 4 

' The instwretiibn aboilt chi- Mie bre ont 
vio 
the rebels had as little success. It seems that after 
a few days they quurreled among themselves, and 
an that, qut of #000 Who were in arms, the cotn- 
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linabineh;”in Lord \Moit#s wood, as they wers 


ing to assemble; and à few days after, vis. | 


ché 18th June about 400 fell in an Action in the 


mare place This Frey: oh the” day before the 


battle, Was known! ts be about 5; bitt as man 
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_ naught, eare the value of this pen, or the drop of 
Ink which it contains, for Parliamentary Reform, 
cr Catholic Emancipation?” On which he an- 
Wered, I am sure they do not; but they wish 
much to be relieved from the payment of tithes.“ 
r. Emmett, another leader, replied. to the 
tame question—* I believe the mass of the people 
do no care a feather for Catholic Emancipation; 
neither did they care for Parliamentary Reform, 
till it was explained to them, as leading to other 
objects which they looked to, principally the abo- 
lition of tithes. 'They were also taught to consider 
that when they became members of a Republic 
their condition would be bettered “)“, 

It is here worthy of observation, that at the very 
time when the question of Reform was about ts be 
moved in the Irich House of Commons, the 
Leinster Provincial Body came to a resolution, 
that they would not be drverted from their purpose 

by any thing which could be done in Parliament.“ 
Reform, we see, therefore, was the word, but Re- 
Volution was always the thing meant. By using 
that plausible and popular word, they stood a chance 
of gaining over some well-meaning but weak- 
minded men. They also cast a veil, in some 
measure, over their treason; they provided for 
their friends who were taken up, a better chance 
for acquittal, in the trials for high treason which 
took place; and they secured the intimacy and 
ie ip of some of the Opposition Party, and. 
to a certain degree, the co-operation of them all 
in the Britich and Irish Parliament. The Com- 

mittee of the Irish House of Lords observe on 
this subject, chat these avowed traitors to their 
King and country had, in part, learned to Pilate 
TORE: r Rel 


(4 2 
their treason, of a very different Fre 
cription in wy Britain nd Ireland, who, fatally? 
for the peace of that kingdom and the security ot 


the British empire have; during the progress f 


this most foul and unnatural rebellion, from utter 
ignorance and mis - information on the suhjeet, as 
the Committe must presume publicly and repeat. 
edly palliated, if nat justifled, that; system of trea- 
son, Taialt had well nigh involved that once happy 
and flourishing kingdom in all the miseries of the 
French Revolution!?! d * 
But the chief discovery, which has been mas by 
the.confemions'bf the conspirators, is what relates 
to the secret correspondence which has been for 
so lomg a time carried on between them and the 
French. It! now appears that the rebellion in 
Ireland has been, from first to last, in a great mea- 
sure; 2 French plot. Can any one doubt that the 
most forward df these conspirators have been, 
somenof them, in the pay of France ꝰ And that, 
while they:pittized French liberty and French vir- 
tue, to the! „it: wasethe French gold in their: 
pockets which dictated 'the fine things they said 
France. This indeed; does not appear in evidence, 
for. in the nature of things, it was hardly po-sible- 
to bring it out. It is, however, folly not to sup- 
pose that the French Directory, who are so expert 
every where else in giving bribes, and so little 
scrupulous on the subject, as to have be gged*of 
America a 50,0000. bribe for themselves, would 
take care to secure a in the new Irish Direc 
tory, by means of this sort. But whether bribed 
or not, one thing is clear, which is, that the con- 
spirators were uniformly labouring to deliver over” 
the Irish nation into the Hands of Frahce, It was* 
R 4 not 
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. at. Frish-Independonce, as come of chem fancied, and 
& they all-pretended; it was {r/5b-Sutyaction ta the 
Nesent French Government ich, they were 
8 bring abaut. And what would Ireland 
Rave gained by this change? Mr. Emmett, one of 
the conspirators, has himself confessed, that 
Ireland has grown out of ber connection with 
« Great Britain; her population,“ says he. hich 
« at the revolution gf. poo not much exceed a milliun 
« and.a half, now/ amounts t. fler millions]! her 
« wealth has inoreased in a greater proportion.“ 
This he is led to observe, for-the sake of inferring 
- as a consequence, I am therefore of 
that she is capable now of standing alone. 
Ny if hs benefits, even in the opinion | of 
a copspirator, have been lately gained by the Sister 
Sanger, through her connection with Great 
Britain, I would ask What are those still greater 
Z blessings which she would be likely to reap from 
the introduction, of 50 Frenchmen upon her 
cast ? Perhaps the following excellent passage 
from a speech bor Mr. Sberidan in the Hritish Par- 
Hament, may serve, as well las any thing that cun 
be said, to she the object of an army bf aer 
invaders in its true light. What.“ says he, - do 
they want ? Glory: they are gorged with. it. Ter- 
a ritory?.they have more, perhaps, thun they will be 
* able to retain. What is' it they want f It is _ 
a ships, commerce, manufactures, cash. capi 
4 and credit; or in other words, they want: Fan 
* SInews;- bangs, mat rau, and beart's-blood of your 
country. Qive them that, and they will give you 
« as much of their liberty in return as you please. 
«. We-know, they have but little real liberty at 
Ame, aud. I would ask whether they mich lat 


1 £ « us 


A 
„ us have more than they possess 1 2Prance? 
Would they leave us our trial by:Jury, or any 
other of our valuable rights, ene They 
„would be fools if they did. As to Buonaparte, 
he certainly is a great man. But I would at 
least distrust his professions— Rights restored 
freedom regained peace to commerce peace 
1 to cottages that he comes for the humane and 
« liberal purpose of establishing liberty. Can 
„any thing be more glorious, I had dnt Said 
% more godlike, than this? But is there any 
« Englishman so absurd as to believe one word of 
it? They call you a nation of merchants, and 
« this they: stile you in derision. Then, at least. 
12 ip dealing with them for their commodity, you 
* should deal as merchants, and merchants give 
n trust to the mere name of a commodity,” but 
are apt to enquire into th- reality of the article. 
But, sir, let them not come here; for I have no 
% dgubt that the firs! drop of Britisb blood tbat shalt 
* be sbed by Frenchmen on Britisb ground, would 
raise sucb a spirit of valorous fury as UE! be 
« invincible and irresistible.” 

The following is said to be a part of the 1 
clamation of General Humbert, who succeeded so 
79 as to land near Killala, with about a thousand 
rench troops, all of whom, about a fortnight after. 
were gither killed ar taken. It may serve to sbew. 
among other things, bow far the intended Iude- 
pendence. of Ireland was likely to be secured. 


„LIBERTY. EQUALITY. 
« ARMY OF IRELAND. 
At dhe head-quarters at Castlebar, 14 Fructidor. 


the 6th year of the 8 rench Republic, one and* 
indivisible. 


* General 


* 
© N 
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©! e nominaxd by te n reg. in one Y the 


| eng 81445 | 
dim + Citizen John Moore is app pointed President : 
1:4 <Provisions are required (not for the Trish. | 


and Freneb: but) for the French and Irish armies. © 


| * a mass against the English.” 


. Cuatlebar a few Cp after, and this n pram to have been 


fy 3 a6 5 
r Humbert, Commander in Chief of 
te Army of Ireland, wishing to organize, as 
Soon as possible n power: for 
Connaught. drders as follou sss & 111 85 | 
J 1. The: government of Connaught Shall reide 
at Castlebar, fill firrtber orders. - + | 
22: lt shall be composed of twelve Members, 


beg. = \Dight- regiments! of infantry and four of 
Shall be raised. mine ein enn 
„6. The government will Achire rebels and 
traitors allothose who, having received arms or 
ocean Shall not Join the army in N Aar 


= Fas Every anividual, Fl eixten to forty is 
called upon to repair to the French camp, to N 


Ihe above is the Proctaniation of the. French 
6 I will next lay before the Reader a 
copy of the General Orders of an Irish Com- 
mander, which was also agreed to by the several 
officers of the Wexford army of United Irish. Let 


every United Englishman, and United Irishman, 


read it attentively, that he may know the whole 
ret of this political Free-Masonry, and may be 
aware what is the sort of liberty which every⸗ 
member of the enden when admitted into 


* Citizen John Moore is kd to "IR been hanged at 


* - 
* 4 5544 3. Fae 


the 


£2. 2 7 - 
4 + © ft _ 


— 


. | 
1 the fall privileges of the order, has reason to 
expect. | | | 
| Ne « That the Commander in Chief al 
| send guards to certain Baronies, to bring in all men 
loitering and delaying at home or elsewhere, and if 
any resistance be given, our desire and order is, 
that they be put to death; and all persons so brought 
in, and found to have been loitering and delaying! 
at home, shall be tried and punished with death. 
That all officers, who de part from their quar- 
ters, shall be put to dea. 
Ordered. That a guard be kept in the rear of 
the different armies, with orders to shoot all per- 
sons who shall fly or desert. 
*, That al: men who shall leave their quarters, 
when halted, without leave, be put to death. | 


(signed) B. B. HARVEY, 
Feen 0 * Commander in Chief. 6 
| June 6, 1798. 


Such is the sort of government to which thets 
deluded people had become subject! They had been 
taught to consider as a tyranny that constitution 
| and those laws under which the most treasonable 
practices had seldom received any punishment. 
and they were destined now to experience for a 
while what true tyranny was. The golden dreams 
were already vanishing, and * the reign of terror” 
had begun. Happy has it been for them, that 
those whom they considered as their enemies tr 
umphed over them. May the Irish never fall 
again under the power of these merciless leaders. 1 
but may they-henceforth. enjoy the true, practical, 1 
liberty of either © halting,” or moving, of either | 
leaving their quarters,” or * loitering at home“ 

with their families, e being put to n 
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2 are extraets from two Proclama· | 
ons iss y James Napper Tandy, and Rey, the 
enen "General, who, on the 16th September, 

from 4 French national brig at Rutland 
sland, nat far from Killala, bringing with them a 
number of arms and a few: French and disaffected 


© Fe e LiEERT x OR Dkark. 
NT ERN ARMY OF AV ENO ERV. 

8 * Head-quarters, the first year of Itisb Liberty. 
General J. N. Tandy tohis Countrymen, 

What do I hear p- The British Government 
any dared to speak of concessions:' Would you 
accept them? The minister holds in his hand the 
olive of peace. Be aware: his other hand lies 
concealed, armed with a poignard. Horrid crimes 
have been perpetrated in your country. Your 
friends are fa lien a sacrifice to your cause. It is 
your duty to avenge their death.—Irishmen, listen 
to no proposals. Wage a war of ter mination 
 "_ your oppressors.“ 2 

Procla mation by General Rey, - 2 

{6 United Irish men, anal 

The soldiers of the Great Wiufion KV landed 
en your coast, well supplied with arms, —.—— 
tion, and artillery, worked by men who have s 2 
terror among the best troops of Europe. James 
1 Tandy is at their head- They will brave 

all dangers, and glory at the sublime idea of ce- 

menting your happiness'with their blood. He has 
. Sworn to lead them on to victory or die.? 
Seneral Tandy reimbarked on the day aſter he 
Landed, having taken only a few sheep and swine. 


| Whonhe was told of the fate of the former F. _ 
OIce, 


UT 
force, this great general is said to hin heen woes 
fully dejected. He could not persuade a; single 
man to join him. This story was magnifled by 
some people in Ireland, into a new invasion of 
25,000 men. : 


* 
— 


PART IV. 


Connection 1 the United I Ms fins the 
Englisb and Scotch Societies. 


N the Appendix to the same Report of the Iris 
Parliament, is the following earnest and veryplaus 
sible address which was sent by the Dublin Society 
to the Delegates for promoting a Reform in Scot- 
land, so early as in December, 1792. We re 
joice, they say, that the spirit of freedom moves 
over the face of Scotland; and that a country 80 
| respectable for her attainments in science, in arts. 
and in arms, for men of literary eminence, for the 
intelligence and morality of her people, now acts 
from a conviction of the union between virtue; 
letters, and liberty. We honour a nation eminent 
for men of. genius, and we trust that they will now 
exert themselves not so much in perusing and 
penning the histories of other countries, as in 
making their owa the suhject for the historian. “7 
T They then proceed, with the; true diction of 
Frenchmen, to say, We will open to you . 
hearts; but it does not appear that they thought 
fit to open them at this time, and in chis : ꝓublis 
Paper, any further than by qbserving, in the mgst 
prudent and geyeral terms, That, universal, emanz 
N L representative gislature wers, | 
object, 


5 630 
object. They then urge union in the common 
cause, and advise that in each country the people 
. Should assemble in 8 N und constitutional 
The other inf rmation which I shall quote is of 
- @ much later date, and it will sufficiently prove, 


chat the Corresponding Society, and other similar 


societies in this country, have had just the same 
general end in view with the United Irish. Dr. 


M Nevin, indeed, in his confess ion, observes, that 


5 _ the? invasion, added,. But what is still more flat · 


55 the United Britons to the Irish National 


de thinks there was only some slight connection 
between the Irish Union and the Scotch and 
English Societies;” and Mr. O'Connor also says, 
that the connection was between them and indi- 
Viduals, and that the Irish Executive (of whom 
. Mr. O'Connor was one) wished to be clear of them.“ 


It haz hgwever, been clearly shewn that the priest 
5 e employed in opening a connection 
- between them, and it is also put out of dispute, 
by the following papers, which are of a late cate, 
that this connection subsisted. — 
At a Provincial Irish Meeting held i8t February: 
17987, (Appendix No. 14.) the Reporter, after 
mentioning ret three Delegates were arrived from 
France, and that the French were moe forward 
than had been supposed in their preparations for 


is, that three Delegates have been sent 


mietee, and that from this very moment th meet: 
nung were to consider England, Scotland, and Ire- 
. _— as one e 2908 acting for one common cause: 


5 An the Aj pendix the date js rs February, 1791, but this 


Py ok follows, to have been an error of 
Prefs,” 21 bo ii a $+ $5 7y PRES nen 


20 
\ 
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and that there were Legislators now chord Hoa 
the three kingdoms, to act as an Executive for the 
whole. The apparent contradiction between this 
statement and the preceding one, may, perhaps, be 
accounted for by supposing, that Mr. O Connor, 
and the other members of the Executive of Ireland; 
may not have approved of the admission of these 
persons into their body, and though chosen for this 
purpose by their constituents, may have thought 
it better to act without them. The Reporter then 
produced an address brought by the Delegates of 
Britain to the Irish National Committee, in which 
are the following passages. In the name (they 
say) of the people of England, with whose senti- 
ments we are acquainted, and whose conſidence we 
possess, we declare, That we will, by every pos- 
sible means, promote the emancipation of both _ 
countries.“ They then observe, that England 
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has never been without sincere friends to substantial # 
liberty, though among these a number of dark and f 
designing characters have always intruded; that 4 
various politicalsocieties for reform have been in 


stituted, but of these few could boast purity of 1 
principles, or or integrity of leaders. 1 ormerly = 
Richmond headed the votaries of universal suffrage. 
Fox those of representation by householders, and ! 
Pitt those who wished to disfranchise the corrupt x 
boroughs—but they have vanished. - The Londa a 
Corres Society, and others in union with og f 
have arisen on the ruin of the former socicti 
and tbty will not be wunting in the bour 1 danger 
The following extract * the d 
John Cormick, of Thomas -street, Dubliri, a 5 
bended at Guernsey, roth July, 1798, Will ES 
further light on this subhect.- Niedere 
0897; 3 


„ 
about chree rhonths ago, Lord E. Fitzgerald was 
brought to his house to be concealed there; that; 
during bis intercourse with Lord Edward, his Lord - 
ship she wed him two letters, one of which stated, 
that the number of disaffected in London amounted 
to seventeen thousand, who would rise on a com- 
mon emergency; but that at least there was 4 

hundred thousand of the same description, who 
would not shew themselves till the time of actual 
invasion. — In his declaration he further stated, 


F that in the month of March last, a deputation 


from the United British in London, arrived in 
Dublin —he knows that there is an agent for the 
ok British resident at N 25 


be £2 21a x7 os - 1d FSB. — 


| 


i CONCLUSION. | 


Sven is the story of this dreadful. blond in 
-— Ireland, and of a few of the facts respecting 
s ngland connected with, it. May Englishmen take 
orgs from it. May they learn — be on their 
Ee K liberty those designing men, who, in the 
, would bring them into slavery; 

2 would ee that happy constitution under 
Which we have grown so great and flourishing- and 
would render eyen Great Britain herself a miserable 
Province of France. It is the way ef crafty and atabi · 
9k men to use the people as \ the-leadarby which 
they, 8 into power, but when they have 
effected;their purpose, they kick down the ladder 


by.mhich. they road Widibat fa gehe 


orca 157 
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8 conspirators begin. Let the name of our 


zociety (said they) be the Irisb Brotherhood, and 
let every member wear an amulet to denote the 


abolition of all superficial distinctions, all colours 


of Shades of difference. Alas for the sufferings of 


humanity, and Oh for the power to redress it. 


And yet, we find, from the oath of one deponent®, 


that he himself gaw these friends to humanity, 
aſter confining him and several other protestants 
(himself having been captured when in the pursuit 
of his ordinary calling) order out these same pri- 


soners (by fours). to be shot, by a company of 
rebels, till thirty-five were massacred; that the 


rebel spearmen used to take pleasure in piercing 


the victims; through with their spears, even pa, 


their blood in exultation; that while this horri 
scene was acting, the barn at Scollobogue, in the 
county of Wexford, in which were above one hun- 
2800 protęstants, (as this deponent heard and be- 
Eves) Was set on fire, and a 1 consumed to ashes.“ 
his Signal instance of cruelty is not mentioned 


With the view of casting the odium of it generally 
on all the rebels; but rather for the sake of shewing 


credulous: and well-meaning men in what dread» 
ul” acts, bath. of cruelty and bier the strongest 
and even the sincerest professions of humanity and 
liberality, Pproggeding from the mouth af 19 15 
mg revolu I. , through their own inability 

119 05 the cf whom they have inflamed, be 

to end; for is far easier to excite the fu 

of. the people than it is either to guide or to Eee 
jt.—lIt js remarkable, that it was one principle 
among the leaders of the conspiracy, that all reli- 
See the information on oath of Richard ane of Bals 


Mentee, in the county of Wexford, farmer. 
| 8 - gious 
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nous distinctions ought to end, and that they 
arged the state, not the people, wih the sin of 

magnifying, if not of causing, these "distinctions: 

Fet here de see, that the people, when freed from 

that Government which had restrained this bigotry, 

— Earried their religious distinetions se far as even to 

select and massacre a considerable body of a. 

poor, protestants in cold blood. And, indeed, in 
most every particular, how iticonsistent was the 

practice of the conspirators with their original pro- 

Tessions, In an address to Scotland, in the Fear | 


1792, they had said,“ We will not buy nor borrow | 


Ebert) from America, nor from France; but we 
1 Wand facture it ourselves, and work it 1 * 
those materials which the hearts of Irishimen” fur 
nish them with at home.” And yet was there ver 
'a manuficture more clearly proved to 8 her 
pletely French, and contraband, than that © 

and fraternity” which was atfempted tobe path 
— the Irish people. It is a conspiracy,“ 
ey in another place, 0e Truth again ie 
_ of Peace ne Lib against ar and Sl: 
y ; of Love and Uni on against Hatred and Civil 
Discord: A cotrspir of Reason, Justice, and 
10 
1 ice. 1e 1 


gainst ppreadt, Irhuri/anity, and 
Ther, Lit th hy of O Cohen. let the 
bloody ' proctatnatiotis of let the dying 
N of the priest Quigley, Tet the cruefties wit. 
nessed by Richard Gra. and let the tightly rob- 
beries and murders which' continue still to be per- 
petrated through the country by the broken rem - 
nants of the party, be the -evidences whether or not 
this be the fact. There is too much reason, on 


every ground, to fear that the rebeÞ party, ewa 
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it might include many Ipbdubative: and deluded 
men, owed its chief strength to leaders of des 5 
fortune, of violent ambition, of disappot | 
of malignant tempers, or of deep dissimulatiori and A, 
hypoerisy, who were the paid agents of France. 

But finally, let us not forget to render thanks 100 | 
that good Providence who has so long guarded these 
islands, and to whose blessing on our arms, as well 
as signal interference on our behalf, it becomes us 
humbly and sincerely to ascribe our deliverance. 
We will not, indeed, pretend, that miracles have 
been literally wrought in our favour, nor imitate 
the rebel preachers, who, as Mr. Grandy has given 
in evidence, used, in their sermons, to tell the 
people, that God had enabled them to catch all 
the musquet-balls, from the King's heretic army, 
in their hands;” and had thus manifested -to the 
rebels the divine approbation.—Let one remark, 
however, be made, which is very obvious—the 
quelling of the rebellion, with so little difficulty 
and loss to the King's troops, as have been expe- 
rienced, is clearly to be imputed principally to its 
having broken out when there was no French 
army ready to assist them; a French army never- 
theless, consisting probably of near 15,000 men, 
was at one timè actually on the coast. But Provi- 
dence, it seems, had so infatusted the councils of 
the rebel leaders, that when the French with a great 
force were actually at hand, the rebels were quite 
unprepared to receive them; and when, on the 
other hand, the rebels were ready, when in Ulster 
they boasted of above 100,000 armed men, and when 
in Dublin also they pronounced © the organization 
perfect,” then the French, misconceiving the time 


at which the open insurrection was to take place, 
never 


"F- 55 1 
* 80 much as landed a single boat; but re · 
mained blocked up in their harbours, insomuch that 


"the earliest of the expeditions sent out by them, 
which was that under General Hana, served 


only to add ta the triumph and security of 


Jayaliata, to the discouragement of the ill-affected, 
| and to the mortification of the F rench derm, 


While, therefore, the French deny a Providence, 


5 let us eee adore it; and while they talk of 


| empires, and of mending whole nations 
at a a y the magic power of their wand, let 


Þ each endeavour to mend the nation in which we 
by 


e, by more rational and peaceful means; and in 
order to this, let every one endeavour rather to 
mend one, £908 take in hand the reformation of the 


Ne Pes le. 
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